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Does one mistake deserve another?
Concerning the U.S. invasion of Iraq

by Chad Vandervalk, Contributing Editor

When I was travelling through Greece before coming to seminary, I was very happy to be a Canadian, and I almost always

wore something that identified me in this way. This was because the Greeks did not look too kindly on the U.S., since this

was at the beginning of the U.S.-led invasion into Iraq.

There were quite a few times that I was taken aback at the graffiti along the railway. Things like: “F*** the U.S.”, “Get the

f***ing U.S. out of Iraq”, etc. The reason they were none too pleased was that they have had a long history of being occupied

by other countries. Talking with some of the locals, they did not think that there is ever a valid reason to invade some other

country and occupy it, for any length of time.

President Bush's State of the Union address, as well as the reporting around it, brought up some of these issues again. The

president called for more troops in Iraq to continue the 'war on terror'. Right now I am not calling into question the rhetoric

concerning this war on terror. What I am interested in discussing is the validity of the U.S. invasion of Iraq and the method

of its continuance.

There are some at the seminary and elsewhere who would like to think of the U.S. and its current ‘war on terror’ as

something akin to Allies against the Axis in WWII. I even saw an excerpt from one of the speeches of Winston Churchill

floating around with his picture blazing beneath it, which read, “Victory at all costs, because without victory, there can be no

freedom.”

I do not think that this is an appropriate comparison. The U.S. has embroiled itself in a conflict that is much tougher than

initially projected, and some believe that the best plan for the success of the original plan is a further increase in troops.

However, others think that the U.S. should have kept their noses out of the area in the first place, and that this increased

need for troops is evidence of the naivety of the government's plan in the first place.

I happen to be one of them. I do not think that the U.S. had the obligation, the right, or even the authorization to begin this

invasion. It was more like, “Well, now the bear has been provoked, so you will feel the wrath.” There were even popular

songs at the time giving that kind of thing credence. The invasion into Iraq was riding on the coattails of the extreme

patriotism, which arose in response to the attacks of September 11, 2001. Toby Keith's song Courtesy of the Red, White and

Blue is a perfect example of this extreme patriotism:

Hey, Uncle Sam put your name at the top of his list and the Statue of Liberty started shaking her

fist and the eagle will fly and it's going to be hell when you hear Mother Freedom start ringing her

bell and it will feel like the whole wide world is raining down on you brought to you courtesy of the

Red, White and Blue.

Oh, justice will be served and the battle will rage this big dog will fight when you rattle his cage

you'll be sorry that you messed with the U.S. of A. cause we'll put a boot in your ass it's the

American way.

This kind of extreme patriotism is wrong. The U.S. is not to be confused with God. It is not the upholder of justice in the

world. It is not the place to which people should go to seek peace, order, and security. This kind of patriotism confuses one's



world. It is not the place to which people should go to seek peace, order, and security. This kind of patriotism confuses one's

ultimate allegiance. As Christians, our allegiance is to God, not to some country – especially not to one that promotes values

that are contrary to the Gospel. Watch TV in the evening and you will see what I mean.

This kind of patriotism, while sinful in itself, should be distinguished from some theological discussions that are downright

dangerous. Directly after the September 11 attacks, I felt a rise in the idea of Manifest Destiny, and I am not sure that this

has been eradicated completely. If there are those who espouse this idea, they should really check their theology. The United

States is not God's chosen instrument to bring peace, justice, and democracy to the world. It does not have sanction from

God to act in international affairs however it sees fit, overthrowing other governments and replacing them with different

ones.

Some would argue that the invasion of Iraq was necessary to value all human life and was a way to protect the safety of

those who were being oppressed and even killed. Though this was not the reason given to provide justification for the action

in the first place, this rhetoric has shown up as a sort of secondary justification, or at the least a laudable side effect. This

kind of argumentation is post hoc ergo propter hoc; more freedom has occurred, therefore this must have been the reason

for the invasion. Remember, the reasons given for the invasion was that Iraq was a direct physical threat to the rest of the

world, specifically the U.S. and the U.K. I agree that if this invasion produces more freedom for the people of Iraq, then that

is a good thing. However, I am calling into question the tactics used to produce such an effect: Were they appropriate?

I am not saying that people underneath oppressive and tyrannical regimes should simply cow-tow to whatever the dictator

says. I am not arguing in support of what the church did in Germany when it turned a blind eye on what the Nazi's were

doing. Nor am I arguing that the world has no right to protect the rights of the innocent and oppressed in other nations. I

am, however, arguing that one or two nations do not have the right to push their agenda on the rest of the world. There are

structures in place to help the international community deal with things like this. The U.S. and the U.K. had no right to act

unilaterally outside of the body of the U.N. Granted, this structure becomes clumsy and useless at times, but it is better than

the alternative of international anarchy or rule by rogue states.

Some may say that it does not matter how we got into this mess, and that to call it into question now is to deny support to

the military, to be unpatriotic, or to ally oneself with those who seek to propagate terror. Bollocks! I am calling it into

question now, because I disagree that one mistake deserves another. Should the first error to send troops into Iraq in the

first place be followed with another to send more troops? Maybe those who want to see more troops in Iraq should

volunteer themselves.

And while we’re thinking about whether or not this invasion into Iraq was, or is, appropriate, consider the following: The

government of the U.S. used its military might to force another country to adopt its style of governance. For those who are

happy that the U.S. has taken things into its own hands in Iraq, I ask you this question: Would you have been just as happy

if some other country did this to you?
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Geraldine Kuiper receiving an
honorary Doctorate in

Phenomenology upon her
retirement at a luncheon on

February 2nd.

A graceful goodbye for Gerry Kuiper

by Meg Jenista, Contributing Editor

Gerry Kuiper is a familiar face to each seminary student, faculty or staff member. She

is the last calm, serene face you encounter before taking a deep breath to walk down

the gauntlet of professorial offices. She is the unflappable presence making last-

minute photocopies for absent-minded teachers, doling out the odd exam to a student

who needs an accommodation, and exchanging money for yet another packet of class

notes as an impatient hoard lines up outside her door. She is the quiet woman who

sits in the window, overlooking the lake, knitting yet another pair of socks.

With a tenure of 20-plus years, she is an institution at the CTS institution. But on

Friday, Kuiper retired from CTS and set out to, in her own words, “learn a new life

outside Calvin Theological Seminary.”

To hear her tell it, this lifetime may be filled with the energy and activity of several.

“My husband worries that I won’t be able to ghet it all in before I’m old and decrepit,” she said.

She already has two trips to Europe planned, one to visit her husband’s family in the Netherlands in April. She’ll be

celebrating her sister-in-law’s seventieth birthday and experiencing the real Tulip Time in Keukenhof, The Netherlands, for

the first time. In August, she and her husband will go on an extended trip through Europe, just as they did many years ago

for their honeymoon. Kuiper said that she and her husband are eager to ride the cable cars up mountains in the Swiss Alps,

glorying in vistas foreign to the view outside her office window.

But Kuiper’s plans aren’t only of the jet-setting variety. Straight off from her retirement, Kuiper will travel to Wisconsin to

play indulgent grandmother to her three granddaughters, ages 3, 2, and 1. Without the pressure of seeing the Calvin

Theological Journal through to publication, Kuiper will have significantly more time to spend with all of her fifteen

grandchildren. Her condo is nearby to trails and wooded areas in which she can continue to bike, walk and track wildlife

with her grandkids. Her home is ready to become crafting central.

When asked about how much knitting she’d gotten done on the job, she corrected me.

“For Christmas one year, on my breaks, I knit scarves and mittens for each of my grandkids,” she said.

Considering her productivity during breaks, who knows how much knitting, counted-cross-stitch and scrapbooking will be

accomplished by her newly retired, yet still nimble fingers.

Kuiper has been a virtual welcome wagon at Calvin Seminary to many students, as well as faculty and staff, most of whom

settled into this institution long after Kuiper first made it her occupational home.

“I’ve basically been a welcome wagon for most of the professors,” she said. “I watched them all get settled in.”

As CTS looks forward to welcoming a new face in the old office, many will still feel a sense of loss. Kuiper brought a serenity

and calm that exuded through her job and out into the hallways of the seminary and into the frazzled and rushed lives of its

citizens.
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Of pond hockey and common fellowship

by Michael De Witt, Contributing Editor

Blue skies and cool air. The clack-clack-clack of steel blades biting into bullet-hard

ice. Smiling, laughing men and women fill the air with frozen breath and peals of

laughter as they chase a puck back and forth down the length of the seminary pond.

This is winter in west Michigan at its finest.

Pond hockey is an old tradition at Calvin Seminary, probably going back to the first

time a Canadian student ever set foot on the Knollcrest campus. It still brings

students and professors alike together at the Sem Pond on Saturday mornings.

Hockey, for all its nasty reputation for fighting and lost teeth, is ultimately a game of

speed and grace, teamwork and fun. It offers a welcome break from the rigors of academia and encourages not only exercise

but also new friendships. Most importantly, pond hockey is that rare medium where a frustrated Hebrew apprentice can

actually line up and fire a hunk of frozen rubber at their professor’s forehead without fear of repercussions.

Over the last few weeks, numerous students, professors, friends, and families have come out to try their hand at this simple

game. Two teams, two goals, and one frozen puck; sticks and skates are mandatory; the ability to use them is optional.

Some have found the momentary glory of channeling a childhood hero into some improbable goal. Others have left with only

a bruised rear end and wet pants. One brave soul even shed his blood (involuntarily) for love of the game. (If you’re curious

who it is, look for the gentleman with stitches across his forehead trying to convince people in the student center that it’s no

big deal.) All who play, however, are blessed by the joy of agenda-free fellowship on the ice.

If you never grew up dreaming of Jean Belivaue or Gerry Cheevers coming out to play on your local rink, this may all sound

absurd, but this seminary is meant to have a communal element. Relationships blossom in new ways when there is no

schedule to them, no list of items to cover or goals to accomplish. Hockey season comes only briefly, in the coldest months of

winter when goals and lists threaten to overwhelm many students, and offers a respite, two hours at a time, from their

studies.

So here’s a toast to good ice and Professor Bosma in net. May global warming never come!



Kerux: a portfolio of Calvin Theological Seminary - Volume 41.13 - 5 February 2007

The mug that’s not

by Sherilyn Vandervalk, Guest Poet

I am sinking into a pit of despair.

I’ve checked everyday, but it just isn’t there.

The sad thing is, it was half of a pair.

I think someone took it with nary a care.

Or perhaps they did it on a dare.

One can hardly think this behavior is fair.

Seeing once again that the cupboard is bare,

It can’t be claimed this behavior is rare.

I’m to the point of pulling out my hair.

(But some might ask if I’d used Nair)

Perhaps I’ll just go get some fresh air.

Yes, I’ll just go sit outside on the stair.

Who would take all the dinnerware?

There’s not even one that we can all share.

Perhaps it’ll just materialize, though I know not from where.

Until then, I’m undercaffinated with a blank hollow stare
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Editorial: Violence against worship in the
name of curriculum?

by Christian Bell, Editor in Chief

This  editorial  continues a multi -part  evaluation  of some current  issues at CTS. The aim is to offer  a critical  consideration  of
topics that  are being discussed by students and faculty  at the seminary this  year.

A reasonable expectation for  an enthusiastically  Christian  seminary is that  it  would  be a community  of worship.  And yet, a
few casual observations would  suggest otherwise.

Whenever IÕve been to chapel, the number  of students I  see in  attendance is fairly  low. Back in  the Student Center and the
study lounge, on the other  hand, desks and tables are packed full  of students. While  some people use the time  to socialize,
many students find  the chapel break to be a half -hour  to hour -long opportunity  to catch up on reading or  finish  last-minute
studying  before the ubiquitous  Friday  morning  quizzes. (Greek and Hebrew students will  know what  IÕm talking  about.)

Faculty and staff  arenÕt off  the hook either.  While  many faculty  and staff  attend faithfully  nearly every service, other  faculty
members (whose names wonÕt be mentioned  here) are never seen in  the chapel.

To further  contextualize the problem, the Seminary Choir,  of which  I  am a member, had to cancel a planned 3-day tour  to
Chicago due to lack of participation.  When more than  1 or  2 members of a twelve person choir  canÕt come, itÕs hard to call
the remaining  group a quorum.

Twelve people in  a choir ? How  did  that  happen?

Last year, there were more than  two  dozen members in  the choir,  and our weekend tour  of Ontario  last January was a great
time.  What  changed in  a yearÕs time  that  led to the attrition  of more than  half  the choirÕs members?

One thing  that  changed was the curriculum.

Formation  for  Ministry  (FFM)  groups needed more consistent times during  the week to hold their  meetings. It  was decided
that  Tuesday during  chapel break (chapels at CTS are on Wednesdays and Fridays) would  be the best fit.  The problem  was,
the choir  practiced on Tuesday and Thursday mornings  during  the break. With  free time  in  schedules as rare as January
heatwaves, the choir  was resigned to a single 90-minute  practice during  elective class time  on a weekday afternoon.  As a
result,  many members of the choir  were simply  unable to continue  participating  because they had class during  choir
practice.

On one hand, students see chapel time  as an opportunity  to catch up on, or  take a break from,  the significant  workload  of
classes. On the other  hand, new initiatives  in  the recently  revised curriculum  have squeezed out extracurricular  activities
such as choir.

ItÕs an odd thing  to consider that  the seminaryÕs curriculum  can have a detrimental  effect on spiritual  formation.  After  all,
spiritual  formation  is one of the explicit  things the new curriculum  set out to address. But  what  good is spiritual  formation  if
there is no communal  worship  to express it  in ?

Students can start  by treating  chapel time  for  what  it  is Ð chapel time.  Exceptions arise, papers come due, and some people
are working  or  at internships,  but  thereÕs a significant  number  of students who are on campus at 10:00  a.m. on Wednesdays



are working  or  at internships,  but  thereÕs a significant  number  of students who are on campus at 10:00  a.m. on Wednesdays
and Fridays and simply  opt not  to go. Shirking  worship  is a curious phenomenon amongst future  church leaders. Students
should be willing  and eager to go to chapel. The Chapel Planning Committee and the people who lead chapel put  good time
and effort  into  crafting  worshipful  and glorifying  services. To come and participate  is to respond to ChristÕs call.

While  weÕre at it,  consistent faculty  absences are nearly inexcusable. As with  students, there are certainly  exceptional times
and circumstances that  would  prohibit  faculty  from  attending,  but  professors Ð all professors Ð should be willing  to sit next
to students and worship  with  gladness.

For  the seminaryÕs part,  balancing the requirements  of class times and extracurricular  meetings within  the complicated
matrix  of hundreds of studentsÕ schedules is no easy task. Even so, decisions that  affect community  worship  Ð particularly
chapel Ð should be undertaken  with  great care. The choir  needs more consistently available times to practice if  it  is going to
continue  to be a part  of the seminaryÕs worship  life.  And students shouldnÕt have to constantly  choose between going to
chapel or  studying  for  a better  grade. Perhaps quizzes and tests should be disallowed after Wednesday and Friday  chapels?

ItÕs important  that  we worship  together. It  reminds  us that  despite theological and ecumenical differences, we are all here to
answer the same calling,  do the same work,  and serve the same God.

Worship  is essential to our common identity  as a seminary. LetÕs not  be quick  to do anything  violent  against it.
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Because you've always wanted to
keep a favorite professor in your

back pocket

Sem Eye: How to fit a whole seminary into
your pocket

Have you ever wondered whether there might be a better way to prepare yourself for

ministry? As much as we love and adore our dear CTS, there are days when classes

seem shallow, sun-starved skin turns sallow, and one can not help but speculate that

the same education could be found somewhere else. Serious investigation, however,

reveals that all seminaries offer similar days and Calvinism is simply better taught in

a climate of gray skies and heart-stopping cold than in sunny Pasadena. It seems no

matter where you go, student loans and years of eye-straining late nights where all

those Hebrew vowels merge into one are inevitable.

Still, the thought remains: if all these professors are writing books, and if the books

are really as good as they say they are, why do I need to get up at 6:30 in the morning

to finish reading them before class? Why not just sleep in, mosey over to cozy coffee

shop, and read at my own pace to my own level of intellectual fulfillment? Would any

honest professor really miss reading through the same drab lectures year after year

when he or should could be writing on a laptop somewhere on a beach instead?

It appears these questions finally occurred to the folks at Bethany House Publishing

and the result is already creating quite a stir. In The Portable  Seminary:  A MasterÕs
Level Overview  in  One Volume, editor David Horton brings together an all-star cast

of scholars to free the frustrated future of church leadership everywhere from dull

days locked in library cubicles. Students unite! For a mere $34.99, you can pack John

Stott and Mark Noll in your briefcase and bring a four-year intensive master’s degree program with you wherever you go.

784 pages cover everything you need to know, whether you are called to captaincy of the next giga-church or itinerant street

preaching.

Are you still skeptical that one volume can really qualify you for a lifetime of ministry? The Portable  Seminary  covers “Bible

survey, theology, biblical languages, hermeneutics, church history, missions, apologetics, ethics and more, all in one volume,

drawing on top experts in each field…what’s not to like?”

Act quickly if you want your copy of The Portable  Seminary . Rumor has it that Calvin Seminary administration 

“representatives” have already been dispatched to raze the warehouses containing this potentially incendiary volume ever

since rumors started of students dropping out. One second-year M.Div. student, speaking on condition of anonymity,

admitted “I’m just waiting to see if I can cancel my last tuition check before they cash it. I plan to use that money to buy my

own Portable Seminary instead, and then take the leftover cash to start a church plant in Vegas!”

The Portable Seminary is available online at the Family Christian Stores website or for the reduced price (call it a

scholarship) of $24.14 through Amazon.


